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Presidentõs Message 
By Albert Pollard, Jr. 

 

New Blades ð Since the beginning of 2010 weôve searched for blades that cut well and last 

longer than the blades weôve been using. While our old blades tested well in the beta phase, we 

have been disappointed with the consistency and quality of our blade supplier.   

 

During the summer we conducted blade tests and have selected a 

new Lumber Smith blade supplier.  The new blade is similar to our 

past blades: carbon steel, 1.25ò deep, .40ò thick, 93.25ò long, 7/8ò 

toothset (the old blade was 1.3 TPI, the new one is 1.14 TPI).  Our 

endurance testing showed the new blades last longer than the old 

blades.  Cutting tests showed the new blades cut as well or better. 

 

To introduce you to these blades we are offering the following: 

 

Part # Blade Packages Qty. Price 
B5I Blades ($16/blade), includes shipping 5 $80.00 

 

To get this price, you must call with your credit card ready.  After your initial order of blades at 

the above pricing, our normal blade pricing will apply: 

 

Part # Blade Packages Qty. Price 
B5 Blades ($22/blade), includes shipping 5 $110.00 

B10 Blades ($18/blade), includes shipping 10 $180.00 

 

Blade orders will ship that day if ordered prior to 12:00 (noon) ET. 

 

Manufacturerõs Representative Program 
 

Earlier this year, we began the Manufacturerôs Representative program.  We did this as many 

prospects like to talk to saw owners and sometimes see the saw in action before they purchase a 

saw.  To that end, we developed the program.   

 

As a Lumber Smith sawmill owner, we believe there are a number of you who have:  
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¶ Experience with the sawmill  

¶ Can use the sawmill effectively  

¶ Good personal computer skills  

¶ The ability to communicate effectively  

¶ Would like to be a Lumber Smith Sawmill Manufacturerôs Representative 

 

While this is not work that will make you independently wealthy, it is relatively easy work and 

should provide some revenue.  If interested, email or call Eddy Whichard at (804) 577-7398, 

ewhichard@lumbersmith.com) for more details.  We have 15 saw owners who have signed up. 

 

Itõs About the Outcome 
By Eddy Whichard 

 

Parts Included in this Newsletter 
 

5/8ó Nylon Washers  ï Thanks to Leif (Manassas, VA).  Almost all of you have a Sawmill with the 

Lift Assembly. As you know, raising the engine side of the Sawmill can be a chore after youôve 

made that last cut and the Sawmill is at its lowest position.  Leif suggested we place a 5/8ò nylon 

washer between the Lift Assembly handles and the Leg Caps to reduce friction.  After giving it a 

try ï we guarantee youôll be pleased!  While you still have the same number of turns to make 

with the wheel, you can do so with relative ease. 

 

The washers are attached to the newsletter. 

 

To install - Support the Sawmill from the bottom, loosen the allen screw of the hand wheel, 

remove the hand wheel, put a 5/8ò nylon washer on the threaded rod, replace the hand wheel, 

tighten the allen screw.  Do the same for the other side.  For additional friction reduction, a drop 

of light engine oil helps even more. 

 

More on Wheel Alignment 
 

Albert and I were at a local saw shop a few weeks ago.  This shop does sharpening work for the 

commercial sawmill industry in our area.  They also make a few pieces of the Lumber Smith 

Sawmill for us.  While talking with the owner, we discussed how we align our drive and idle 

wheels.  I also mentioned that some customers call to ask for assistance when aligning the 

wheels initially. 

 

He suggested a simple test.  Align the wheels using our procedures.  When complete, with the 

blade on and tensioned: 

 

¶ Remove the spark plug (so you donôt have to overcome the engineôs compression) 

¶ Turn the drive wheel backwards 

¶ If the blade stays where it belongs, the wheels are aligned 

¶ If the blade moves either into the case or off the wheels, the wheels are not aligned 

vertically ï that means the blade will twist slightly when going around the wheels when 

mailto:ewhichard@lumbersmith.com


running.  This is also a reason some Sawmill ownerôs blades break due to metal fatigue 

before others. 

¶ Adjust the vertical alignment as needed (the vertical alignment adjustment is immediately 

below the grommet nut). 

 

Photos and Comments  
 
Please share photographs of you with the saw in action, your finished work, what it is made of 

and your experiences using the saw (photos, 1-2 paragraphs and the dimensions if possible).  We 

will send 2 free blades for photos or articles we select for our newsletter.  In addition, we publish 

the photos and articles on our web-site.  

 

Email your submissions to: ewhichard@lumbersmith.com or mail to:  

 

Eddy Whichard 

Lumber Smith 

PO Box 269 

Mollusk, VA 22517 

 

Could these folks have been useful on the Lewis and Clark Expedition ï Corps of Discovery?  

See more belowé 

 

Oney in California   

   
éwhatôs next??? 
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Dana in Colorado 

   
Knee pads? 

   
 

Robert in New Hampshire 

  

   
 

  

 

 

Leif in Northern  Virginia  

  

 
 

  


